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February 2017
Fund Raising 
As many of you will have heard, one of our year 6 pupils has been selected for the National table tennis squad and is due to represent the nation in April. Unfortunately, due to her young age, there is no funding to support Katie and her family who have to travel around the country, staying in hotels in order to compete at this level. Therefore, on Tuesday 21st March, the school will be holding a fundraising event to raise money in order for Katie to continue to compete at this level which is an amazing achievement for a child so young. We will be holding a ‘dress in red and white’ day to represent England colours and would ask for a donation of £1 per family. In addition, at 2.00pm, we will be hosting a family event with cake and bottle stalls along with a Tombola and raffle. Any donation of prizes would be greatly appreciated. Many thanks for your support. 
Congratulations
I’m sure you will all join me in congratulating Mrs Williamson who is expecting a baby in the summer. She will begin her maternity leave from Easter and Mrs Hickey will be taking over her class from 24th April. Mrs Masheder will become the class teacher of class 5 which ensures continuity as she has worked with the children during morning and some afternoon sessions throughout the year.

Curriculum 
It has been a busy month in school and all our children have been engaged in some exciting topics.

Reception – Our reception children have been learning about Fairy Tales. They have been visited by Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella and The Giant from Jack and the bean stalk who have given them tasks to do in order to prepare for their very own ball.
Key Stage 1- Our KS1 children have been learning about different creatures and their habitats in a topic called ‘Wriggle and Crawl’. They were visited by ‘Zoo Lab’ who brought a range of different creatures and animals such as tarantulas and snakes for the children to hold and study. They then took what they had learnt back to the classroom to create some wonderful writing and art work.

Year 3 / 4 – our Year 3 and 4 children have been learning about the Iron and Stone ages in a topic named ‘Tribal Tales’. The children were visited by a historian story teller who took the children through a day in the life of people during these periods. The children then brought the information they had learnt into class to complete a range of exciting tasks.    
Year 5/6 – our older children have been studying the Pharaohs of Egypt.  They have carried out a range of activities including ‘The Mummy’s Curse’ which was an ICT research project to collect evidence to 

determine if the curse was real. In drama, they reenacted a search of the tombs and in maths they created    3-D nets for pyramids.
Monday 16th January was National Online Safety day. Children from all year groups took part in a range of activities teaching them how to stay safe on line. 
Our Reception children carried out a range of activities to celebrate Chinese New Year including Chinese writing, food tasting and creating their own fortune cookies. On Thursday 2nd February we had a Chinese Lunch day where all the kitchen staff dressed up  and decorated the hall and the children chose their meals from a menu of Chinese food. 

Diary Dates

	Wednesday 1st March
	Year 3 / 4 Family Learning afternoon (science)

	Monday 13th & Tuesday 14th March
	Parent consultation evenings

	Monday 13th March
	M&M Productions – Treasure Island

	Friday 17th March
	Year 5/6 visit to One Life Centre Newcastle

	Tuesday 21st March
	Fundraising event

	Tuesday 28th March
	Easter Discos

	Friday 24th March
	Red nose day – arrangements to be confirmed

	Tuesday 4th April
	Easter Bingo


Be happy. Be successful. Be proud. Be Bankfields
