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          Fax: 01642 457323


February 2018
Closure due to snow
Many thanks to our parents and carers for your understanding during the recent closures. I hope the children took full advantage of the snow days and had great fun playing with friends and family building snowmen and sledging. No child’s attendance will be affected by the closures and anyone who has 100% attendance will still receive their prizes at the end of term.

The parent app proved vital during the 3 days to enable us to communicate with parents in a timely manner. Please ensure that you have downloaded the parent app as if there are any emergencies, it is the quickest and easiest way for us to contact you. If you are having trouble downloading the app, please see a member of staff who can help you with this. If you don’t have a mobile phone, then all information can be found on the school website at www.bankfieldsprimary.co.uk. 
Now that all the teething troubles with the app seem to have been rectified, all future letters will be sent via the app and placed on our school website, under the News section, so please ensure you check regularly. Please note that the notifications page on the app needs to be refreshed regularly, this can be done by ‘dragging the screen down’. Thank you.   

Consultations
Parent consultations have been rearranged for Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th March. Class teachers will be sending slips out for you to arrange a convenient time to look at your child’s work and speak to the class teacher.
School Meals

Caterlink, the school meals provider are increasing their costs slightly from £2.05 per day to £2.10. This will take place from 1st April 2018. Letters will be out shortly to parents.

School Discos 
We have recently been informed that the company we use to run our school discos are no longer available as the person who runs it has retired. Therefore, until we can source a reputable company with a proven track record of working in schools, unfortunately there will be no school disco at Easter or Summer.
Curriculum 
As always, it has been a busy time in school and all our children have been engaged in some exciting topics.

Reception – Our reception children have been learning about ‘Africa’. They have been using the texts ‘Hander’s Surprise and Tiger Who Came to Tea’ to learn about the animals of Africa. They held their own Tiger tea party and have adopted an African Lion.
Year 1- Our Year 1 children have completed the topic ‘Moon Zoom’ where they have been studying the Moon and Space. The children have been learning about the Astronaut Tim Peaks. They have written poetry, made rockets and built a Moon buggy. They have also learnt about the first moon landing by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.
Year 2- Our Year 2 children have been studying ‘Living things in their habitats. They have carried out science investigations on How Polar Bears stay safe. They have studied the continents, seas, the Equator and learnt about Captain Cook and his adventures.

Year 3 – Our Year 3 topic has been ‘Gods and Mortals’ which is a Greek Mythology topic. They were visited by a ‘Lady from the Past’ who enacted life in ancient Greece. They made Greek Pottery and in DT designed Icarus wings.   
Year 4 – our Year 4 topic has been ‘Traders and Invaders’. The children have been learning about The Vikings and Anglo-Saxons and their settlements. They have looked at the Cities and Countries invaded and where they settled. They have designed and built their own Longboats and were visited by ‘A Lady from the Past’ who enacted life in these periods.    
Year 5/6 – our older children’s topic has been ‘Blood Heart’. The children have been studying the functions and parts of the heart and have had the opportunity to dissect a heart to investigate the components.

We have also held an Inter faith week where all the children throughout school learnt about and compared a range of different cultures and religions. They learnt about the different festivals, customs and celebrations of different faiths and the importance of tolerance and respect for people from all different backgrounds. 

We celebrated Chinese New Year and had a themed Lunch day with the hall decorated and the kitchen staff dressed in traditional Chinese attire.
World Book Day 
I am sure many of the children will be disappointed that they missed world book day and were unable to come to school in their costumes. Therefore, we are rearranging our day for Wednesday 21st March. Children can come dressed as their favourite book character and the range of activities that were planned will go ahead on that date.
Diary Dates
	Monday 12th and Tues 13th March
	Parent Consultations

	Wednesday 21st March
	World Book Day 

	Thursday 22nd March
	Easter Bingo (Donations of Easter eggs would be greatly appreciated)

	Thursday 29th March
	Children break up for Easter Holidays

	Monday 16th April
	Children return to school


Be happy. Be successful. Be proud. Be Bankfields
