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Telephone: 01642 453157

Headteacher: Mrs P Petrie


  




          Fax: 01642 457323


March 2018
Easter Bingo
Thank you to everyone who donated prizes and Easter eggs for our Easter bingo. We raised £549 to go into our school funds, which will be used to subsidise school trips and visitors. Your ongoing support is greatly appreciated.
Caretaker
Mr Renahan, the school caretaker, has left the school to take up a role as site supervisor in Sunderland. We have appointed a new caretaker, Mr Gary O’Donoghue who will be living on site and taking up the post straight after the Easter Holidays. 

Year 6 SATs

Just a reminder that Year 6 SATs week begins on Monday 14th May. Children will be sitting a number of tests throughout the week. The information is sent to secondary schools to determine provision and groupings but the school’s effectiveness is also measured on these outcomes. Therefore, it is essential that all children are present in school that week, as tests cannot be taken on an alternative date. 100% attendance building up to this week is also essential to ensure children are fully prepared.  Key Stage 1 SATs are the week beginning 21st May and Year 1 phonics screening tests will take place week beginning 11th June. Many thanks in advance for your cooperation.
Nursery Provision
The funding for our nursery has been significantly reduced from April 2018. Part of the cuts result in the school only receiving funding for children on the days that they actually attend nursery. As a result of these cuts and a falling role, we are having to reduce our nursery provision to mornings only from September 2018. We expect that this may result in a waiting list for nursery places if numbers increase. As the school will still have to fund staffing as if at maximum capacity, we need to ensure that children who have a place at nursery attend daily. If a child is offered a place at our nursey, but doesn’t attend regularly then the place will be withdrawn to offer provision to other eligible pupils. Sadly, the school will no longer be able to fund unused places. Allocation of places will be in accordance with the school’s admission policy, which prioritises children in the school’s admission zone. We understand that young children first joining nursery, pick up lots of sickness and bugs; this will not compromise your child’s place as long as medical evidence is provided. If 
you wish to discuss the matter further, please speak to either the nursery teacher or myself. Thank you.  

School Nurse

The school nursing service is keen to support parents with any health concerns they may have with their children. We have arranged two drop in sessions for parents. The first session is to provide support and advice with head lice, which is an ongoing concern in schools. The second session is to speak to the nurse about any medical concerns you may have about your child, no matter how minor they may seem. The sessions are as follows:
· Drop in session to discuss any concerns with school Nurse (Dawn Bowyer) – Wednesday 25th April at 2:45pm
· Head lice talk – Monday 30th April at 2:30pm
Multi Academy Trust

The staff and Governors at Bankfields have been exploring forming a Multi-Academy Trust with 3 other local schools, Caedmon Primary, Grangetown Primary and Whale Hill Primary. Discussions have taken place for some time and we are all very excited about the prospect of exploring new opportunities and developing aspirational learning opportunities for all our children. The proposed date for converting to an Academy is 1st January 2019 and the suggested name is ‘Steel River Academy Trust’. The proposal will be going out to consultation to parents and other stakeholders after the Easter holidays where you will have the opportunity to give your views and ask any questions. 

Diary Dates

	Thursday 29th March
	Children break up for Easter

	Monday 16th April
	Children return to school

	Wednesday 25th April
	School Nurse – Parent drop in session

	Monday 30th April
	School Nurse parent session - Head lice 

	Monday 14th May
	Year 6 SATs week

	Monday 21st May
	Year 2 SATs week


Be happy. Be successful. Be proud. Be Bankfields
