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The Importance of Religious Education
Religious Education provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.   It develops pupils’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious traditions and other worldviews that answer questions such as these.  It offers opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development.   It enhances pupils’ awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, teachings, practices and forms of expression, as well as of the influence of religion and worldviews on individuals, families, communities and cultures.

Religious Education encourages pupils to learn from different religions and worldviews, beliefs, values and traditions while exploring their own beliefs and questions of meaning.   It challenges pupils to reflect on, consider, analyse, interpret and evaluate issues of truth, belief, faith and ethics and to communicate their responses.

Religious Education encourages pupils to develop their basic sense of identity and belonging.   It enables them to flourish individually within their communities and as citizens in a pluralistic society and global community.   Religious Education has an important role in preparing pupils for adult life, employment and lifelong learning.   It enables pupils to develop respect for and sensitivity to others, in particular for those whose faiths and beliefs are different from their own.   It promotes discernment and helps pupils to combat prejudice.   

Legal Requirements for Religious Education
Religious Education must be taught to all registered pupils in maintained schools, except to those withdrawn by their parents, including those in the sixth form. Religious Education is a statutory requirement for all students in Key Stage 5 who are registered in either a school with a sixth form, a sixth form college constituted as a school or in a school working as part of a consortium, except for those withdrawn by their parents. It must be made available in sixth form colleges to students who wish to take it. Although it is not a requirement in colleges of further education, similar arrangements should apply. 

This requirement does not apply to nursery classes in maintained schools.
     
Religious Education is a component of the basic curriculum, to be taught alongside the National Curriculum in all maintained schools.  In all maintained schools, other than academies and voluntary aided schools with a religious character, it must be taught according to a locally agreed syllabus.
   In 2013 a Review of Religious Education in England was undertaken by The National Council of Religious Education. This syllabus reflects this review; however, the law states that schools are still required to follow the locally agreed syllabus. There is no requirement for an academy to adopt a locally agreed syllabus. It may choose to adopt a different syllabus or develop its own, as long as it meets the requirements for such a syllabus as above. Academies are accountable for the quality of their curricular provision including RE.

Which religions should be studied?

The Education Act 1996 states that an agreed syllabus must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teachings and practices of the other principal religions and worldviews represented in Great Britain (here regarded as Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism and worldviews such as Humanism).   In order to ensure that the Religious Education curriculum is broad and balanced, Christianity should be studied throughout each key stage.  The other principal religions and worldviews should be studied across the key stages so that by the end of Key Stage 3, pupils will have encountered all of them in sufficient depth. The agreed syllabus is not designed to convert or urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils.   

Religious Education in maintained schools must be non-denominational, in accordance with the agreed syllabus, but teaching about different denominations is permitted.   

The syllabus gives guidance about when and how the principal religions might be taught, but allows schools flexibility to adapt the syllabus to meet their particular context or needs.   Philosophical or other belief systems such as Humanism (worldviews) that deal with ultimate questions about life and its meaning should be referred to where appropriate.   Many pupils have a non-faith background and their values and beliefs, including atheism, agnosticism and humanism should be explored with sensitivity.   

Who is responsible for Religious Education?

The governing body and headteacher are responsible for the provision of Religious Education and must ensure that sufficient time and resources are given to the subject to meet the statutory requirements.   The Local Authority must also exercise its proper function in ensuring this provision.

Each Local Authority must have a Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE).  SACRE may require a review of the agreed syllabus at any time.   This is in addition to the requirement on Local Authorities to convene an Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) every five years to produce a syllabus.   Once adopted by the local authority, the programme of study of the agreed syllabus sets out the expected standards of pupils’ performance at different ages which all maintained schools must follow.   In voluntary aided and ‘special agreement’ schools, provision should be in accordance with a school’s Trust Deed.   It is the responsibility of governors in consultation with the headteacher and the Diocese where required, to ensure appropriate provision.

The Right to Withdraw

The 1996 Education Act confirmed the right of withdrawal for both parents and teachers.

Teachers who do not wish to participate in Religious Education have the right to withdraw.   Headteachers may also exercise their right to withdraw although they remain responsible for ensuring that provision is made for the delivery of Religious Education.

Information about the provision made for Religious Education, and the parental right of withdrawal, must be included in the school prospectus.  

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from Religious Education, either wholly or in part.   Parents should be free to exercise this right and a school must give effect to any such request.   Parents are not obliged to state their reasons for seeking withdrawal.
 

 Although it is not a legal requirement to put requests for withdrawal in writing, headteachers may wish to advise parents to do so.  It is the duty of the school to support community cohesion and Religious Education plays an important role in this.

Parents may request alternative provision for Religious Education, either through attendance elsewhere or through separate provision on the premises.   However, in such cases, the Local Authority and governors must be satisfied that attendance elsewhere will not interfere with attendance at school at the beginning or the end of a school session, and that separate provision on the school premises does not involve additional expenditure, and is consistent with overall curriculum aims.

In practice this occurs extremely rarely in Redcar and Cleveland as there is an understanding that it is not the purpose of Religious Education to convert children or young people to a particular point of view.
SUMMARY

Parental rights and responsibilities

1. An unconditional right to withdraw their children from all or part of the Religious Education provided by the school in its basic curriculum.

2. The right to a specific Religious Education for their children.  It is the parent’s responsibility to indicate what they wish this to be.  It may be provided by the parents themselves, a faith community, another school or the school itself, depending on circumstances.

School responsibilities

1. To provide Religious Education for all registered pupils including those with special needs as part of the basic curriculum.

2. To facilitate the Religious Education desired by parents, as far as it is practicable.

3. To supervise pupils adequately and to ensure that any entitlement does not negatively impact on their attendance or on the ethos of the school.

4. To inform SACRE of the withdrawal of pupils.  

Key Concepts and Themes

There are six key concepts that pupils need to understand in order to deepen and broaden their knowledge, skills and understanding.  
The key concepts are:

A.
Beliefs, teachings and sources

· Interpreting teachings, sources, authorities and ways of life in order to understand religions and beliefs.

· Understanding and responding critically to beliefs and attitudes.

B.
Practices and ways of life

· Exploring the impact of religions and beliefs on how people live their lives.

· Understanding that religious practices are diverse, change over time and are influenced by cultures.

C.
Expressing Meaning

· Appreciating that individuals and cultures express their beliefs and values through many different forms.

D.
Identity, diversity and belonging

· Understanding how individuals develop a sense of identity and belonging through faith or belief

· Exploring the variety, difference and relationships that exist within and between religions, values and beliefs.

E.
Meaning, purpose and truth

· Exploring some of the ultimate questions that confront humanity, responding imaginatively to them.

F.
Value and commitments

· Understanding how moral values and a sense of obligation can come from beliefs and experience

· Evaluating their own and others’ values in order to make informed and imaginative choices.

These six key concepts (A-F) are incorporated in the two Attainment Targets for RE.

The Redcar and Cleveland Syllabus is based on four key concepts or strands:

· Belief

· Teachings and Authority

· Worship

· Impact of Faith 

Each of these concepts conveys a fundamental idea in religion, are distinctive, but relate to each other, and can be explored at any key stage at differing depths.

How these four concepts or strands relate to the six key concepts (A-F) above:

· Belief incorporates key concepts A (Beliefs, teachings and sources), E (Meaning, purpose and truth) and may also relate to F (Values and commitments).

· Teachings and Authority incorporates key concepts A (Beliefs, teachings and sources), F (Values and commitments), and in the theme ‘Science and Religion’, relates to E (Meaning, purpose and truth).    

· Worship incorporates key concepts B (Practices and ways of life), C (Expressing meaning) and D (Identity, diversity and belonging).

· Impact of Faith incorporates key concepts A (Beliefs, teachings and sources), B (Practices and ways of life), C (Expressing meaning), D (Identity, diversity and belonging), and F (Values and commitments).

Themes (Key Stage 1- Key Stage 3)

The themes exemplify the key concepts and provide the context for ‘learning about religion and worldviews’ and ‘learning from religion and worldviews’.  They are distinctive but relate to each other and they provide progression within and across the key stages.

The themes are set out on the next page in the context of the four key concepts or strands of learning of this syllabus.

Concepts and Themes (Key Stage 1 – Key Stage 3)

	Concepts
	BELIEF


	TEACHINGS / AUTHORITY
	WORSHIP
	IMPACT OF FAITH

	
	
	
	
	

	KS1 Themes
	Believing
	Story

Leaders and teachers
	Celebrations

Symbols
	Belonging

Myself



	
	
	
	
	

	KS2 Themes
	Beliefs and questions

The journey of life and death
	Teachings and authority

Inspirational people
	Worship, pilgrimage and sacred places

Symbols and religious expression

The journey of life and death


	Religion and the individual

Religion, family and community

Beliefs in action in the world

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Range and Content

The law requires that local authority RE agreed syllabuses and RE syllabuses used in academies that are not designated with a religious character ‘must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’. This means that from the ages of 5 to19 pupils in schools learn about diverse religions and worldviews including Christianity and the other principal religions. Some schools with a religious character will prioritise learning about and from one religion, but all types of school need to recognise the diversity of the UK and the importance of learning about its religions and worldviews, including those with a significant local presence.

Range (Breadth of study)
	Key Stage 
	The learning strands should be delivered, in the main, through these religions.
	In addition aspects of the following religions can be used if appropriate.

	Foundation stage
	Christianity 
	Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, secular worldviews where appropriate

Or  study of a religious community with significant local presence.

	One
	Christianity 

Judaism
	Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, 

secular worldviews where appropriate 

Or study of a religious community with significant local presence.

	Two 
	Christianity 

Buddhism

Hinduism

Islam

Humanism
	 Judaism, Sikhism,                

secular worldviews where appropriate

Or study of a religious community with significant local presence.

	Three 
	Christianity

Islam

Sikhism

Humanism
	Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism, 

secular worldviews where appropriate 

Or study of a religious community with significant local presence.

	Four
	Christianity and at least  one other religion from 

Buddhism

Hinduism

Islam

Judaism

Sikhism


	secular worldviews where appropriate

Or study of a religious community with a significant local presence.

	Post-16
	Christianity 
	Other religions, secular worldviews where appropriate

Or study of a religious community with a significant local presence.


Curriculum Opportunities
During their study of Religious Education pupils should be offered the following opportunities that are integral to their learning and enhance their engagement with the strands, processes and content of the subject.

	Key Stage One
	Key Stage Two

	a) Visit places of worship    and focus on symbols and feelings

b) Listen and respond to visitors from local faith communities

c) Use their senses and have times of quiet reflection

d) Use art and design, music, dance and drama to develop their creative talents and imagination

e) Share their own beliefs, ideas and values and talk about their feelings and experiences
f) Begin to use Computing to explore religions and beliefs as practised in the local and wider community.
	a)  Encounter religion and worldviews through visitors and visits to places of worship, and focus on the impact and reality of religion on the local and global community

b) Discuss religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others

c) Consider a range of human experiences and feelings

d) Reflect on their own and others' insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning

e) Express and communicate their own and others' insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and Computing

f)   Develop the use of Computing, particularly in enhancing pupils’ awareness of religions and beliefs globally.


Early Years Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage describes the phase of a child’s education from the age of three to the end of reception at the age of five.  Religious Education is statutory for all pupils registered on the school roll and is therefore compulsory for all reception children unless withdrawn by their parents.

The statutory requirement for Religious Education does not extend to nursery classes in maintained schools.  It may, however, form a valuable part of the educational experience of children throughout the key stage.

Pupils should encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of worship.  They should listen to and talk about stories.  Pupils can be introduced to subject specific words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, practices and forms of expression.  They ask questions and reflect on their own feelings and experiences.  They use their imagination and curiosity to develop their appreciation of and wonder at the world in which they live.

In line with the DfE’s 2013 EYFS Profile, RE should, through planned, purposeful play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activity, provide these opportunities for pupils.

Communication and language:

· Children listen with enjoyment to stories, songs and poems from different sources and traditions and respond with relevant comments, questions or actions.

· Use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and events.

· Answer ‘who’, ‘how’, and ‘why’ questions about their experiences in response to stories, experiences or events from different sources.

· Talk about how they and others show feelings.

· Develop their own narratives in relation to stories they hear from different traditions.

Personal, social and emotional development:

· Children understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, cultures and beliefs with respect.

· Work as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly, understanding that groups of people, including adults and children, need agreed values and codes of behaviour to work together harmoniously.

· Talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and know that some behaviour is unacceptable.

· Think and talk about issues of right and wrong and why these questions matter.

· Respond to significant experiences showing a range of feelings when appropriate.

· Have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and are sensitive to those of others.

· Have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs, and those of other people.

· Show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings, and form positive relationships.

Understanding the world:

· Children talk about similarities and differences between themselves and others, among families, communities and traditions.

· Begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.

· Explore, observe and find out about places and objects that matter in different cultures and beliefs.

Expressive arts and design:

· Children use their imagination in art, music, dance, imaginative play, and role-play and stories to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings.

· Respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and taste.

Literacy:

· Children are given access to a wide range of books, poems and other written materials to ignite their interest.

Mathematics:

· Children recognise, create and describe some patterns, sorting and ordering objects simply.

Some Points to Note

· Whilst there are clearly strong links between RE and personal, social and emotional development, it must be noted that RE must contain appropriate and explicit references to religions, through the study of religious beliefs and practice.

· Planning in RE at the Early Years Foundation Stage should take account of the relevant EYFS developmental stages.  Children should be given opportunities to engage with religious material and reflect on their own experiences and feelings.

· A wide range of experiences and learning activities should be offered that will support the achievement of the EYFS developmental stages, e.g.  using pictures, objects, videos, visitors and visits, stories and poems, circle time, role-play, dance, music, art, craft, computing.

· All children should be included in RE, whether they belong to a faith community or not.  Care should be taken in the use of language, activities and materials to ensure that all children can be included and any stereotyping is challenged (e.g.  avoid saying, ‘We all believe ….’).

· Whilst children will take part in role-play and re-enactments and will learn about religious practices in an interactive way, it must be made clear that they are not ‘celebrating’ a religious practice at school or taking part in the worship of a faith community whilst at school.  Role-play and empathy are not the same as a celebration within a religious community, and RE in school is not about nurturing children into a faith.

· Pages 37 - 47  give some examples of a focus for RE for Nursery and Reception, with suggestions for appropriate activities and links to the EYFS developmental stages.  These demonstrate progress by the end of Reception, and teachers should use the stages of learning and development from the Early Years Foundation Stage framework
Links to Concepts of Religion

The four concepts or strands of religion which underpin this Agreed Syllabus are exemplified in the topics for the Early Years Foundation Stage:

Belief 

Beliefs about God shown in creation stories and special times

Teachings/Authority 

Special Books

Special Stories

Special People

Worship 


Special Times

Special Places

Special Objects

Special Music

Impact of Faith 


Belonging

Special Objects

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE – EXEMPLAR LONG-TERM PLAN

This plan could work as a rolling programme, if required, for Nursery and Reception.   Topics generally are repeated each year to allow for flexibility and continuity with mixed age classes.
	
	AUTUMN
	SPRING
	SUMMER

	Foundation

Stage 1


	Special Times

Own experiences – birthdays etc

Autumn and Harvest festivals in school and church- thanksgiving.

Other festivals /special times in other religions (at least one other)          

Special stories

Why do we celebrate Christmas?


	Special stories

What are our special stories?  Why and how are they special?

Special People

Who is special to us?  Jesus is special to Christians – stories about Jesus.

Special Times

Easter – signs of new life


	Special People in the community

Who is special to us?  Religious leaders e.g.  vicar, priest, imam, monk, nun or any appropriate to the local community

Belonging/Family

Infant Baptism 

	Foundation

Stage 2
	Special Times

Harvest and Christian beliefs about caring for our world

Divali – the festival of light

Special stories

Why was Jesus’ birth seen as special?
	Special Books

The Bible as a special book for Christians

Special Stories

Stories Jesus told (e.g.The Lost Coin) Other stories from the Bible

Special Times

Easter - new life and celebration
	Special places 

Church visit through the senses 

(ICT virtual visit if actual visit not possible)

Belonging/Family 

Weddings- Christian and Hindu marriage ceremonies


Key Stage One:
Throughout Key Stage 1, pupils explore Christianity and at least one other principal religion.  Pupils should develop their knowledge and understanding of religions and worldviews, recognising their local, national and global contexts.  They should use basic subject specific vocabulary.  They should raise questions and begin to express their own views in reponse to the material they learn about and in response to questions about their ideas.

More specifically pupils should be taught to:

· Recall and name different beliefs and practices, including festivals, worships, rituals and ways of life, in order to find out about the meanings behind them.

· Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions from which they come.

· Recognise some different symbols and actions which express a community’s way of life, appreciating some similarities between communities.

· Ask and respond to questions about what individuals and communities do, and why, so that pupils can identify what difference belonging to a community might make.

· Observe and recount different ways of expressing identity and belonging, responding sensitively for themselves.

· Notice and respond sensitively to some similarities between different religions and worldviews.

· Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth so that they can express their own ideas and opinions in response using words, music, art or poetry.

· Find out about and respond with ideas to examples of co-operation between people who are different.

· Find out about questions of right and wrong and begin to express their ideas and opinions in response.

Breadth of study

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the following areas of study:

Religions and beliefs

· Christianity;

· at least one other principal religion;

· a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate;

· a secular world view, where appropriate.

Themes

· believing: what people believe about God, humanity and the natural world;

· story: how and why some stories are sacred and important in religion;

· celebrations: how and why celebrations are important in religion;

· symbols: how and why symbols express religious meaning;

· leaders and teachers: figures who have an influence on others locally, nationally and globally in religion;

· belonging: where and how people belong and why belonging is important;

· myself: who I am and my uniqueness as a person in a family and community.

Experiences and opportunities

· visiting places of worship and focusing on symbols and feelings;

· listening and responding to visitors from local faith communities;

· using their senses and having times of quiet reflection;

· using art and design, music, dance and drama to develop their creative talents and imagination;

· sharing their own beliefs, ideas and values and talking about their feelings and experiences;

· beginning to use COMPUTING to explore religions and beliefs as practised in the local and wider community.

Planning at Key Stage 1

RE should be taught continuously throughout Key Stage 1 and with sufficient curriculum time allocated to cover the programme of study, assumed to be no less than 5% (minimum 36 hours per year).

When planning a Scheme of Work, teachers should devise an overall key question for each unit  (refer to Exemplar Long-Term Plan on page 50).  Key content from the relevant programme of study should then be identified.

KEY STAGE 1 EXEMPLAR LONG-TERM PLAN
Based on Christianity and Judaism (core)

	
	AUTUMN
	SPRING
	SUMMER

	Year 

One
	Who am I and why am I special?

(Belief, Impact of Faith, 1-2 weeks)

How and why do Christians celebrate harvest?

(Belief, Worship, 3-4 weeks)

What does it mean to belong in Christianity?

(Worship, Impact of Faith, 4 weeks)

Why are gifts given at Christmas?

(Belief, Worship, Impact of Faith, 3 weeks)


	Why is Jesus special to Christians?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority, 7-8 weeks)

Why is Easter special for Christians?

(Belief, Teachings /Authority, Worship, 3 weeks)


	How do both Jews and Christians think the world was created?

(Beliefs, Teachings/ Authority, 6-7 weeks)

How do Jews worship at home?

(Belief, Worship, 6-7 weeks)



	Year 

Two
	How and why do Christians care for others?

(Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

How and why do Jews celebrate Sukkot?

(Belief, Worship, 4 weeks)

How and why is Christmas a festival of light?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority, Worship, 3 weeks)


	Why is Moses important to Jews?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority, 5 weeks)

Why is the Bible special for Christians?

(Teachings/ Authority,  5 weeks)

How do Christians celebrate Easter?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority, Worship, 3 weeks)


	What can we learn from visiting a church?

(Beliefs, Worship, 5-6 weeks)

What can we learn from the story of a saint?

(Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 4 weeks)




Key Stage Two:

Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils learn about Christianity and at least two of the other principal religions, recognising the impact of religion and belief locally, nationally and globally.  Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding of religions and worldviews, recognising their local, national and global contexs.  They should be introduced to an extended range of sources and subject specific vocabulary.  They should be encouraged to be curious and to ask increasingly challenging questions about religion, belief, values and human life.  Pupils should learn to express their own ideas in response to the material they engage with, identifying relevant information, selecting examples and giving reasonings to support their ideas and views.

More specifically pupils should be taught to:

·   Describe and make connections between different features of the religions and worldviews they study, discovering more about celebrations, worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which mark important points in life, in order to reflect on their significance.

· Describe and understand links between stories and other aspects of the communities they are investigating, responding thoughfully to a range of sources and wisdom and to beliefs and teachings that arise from them in different communities.

· Explore and describe a range of beliefs, symbols and actions so that they can understand different ways of life and ways of expressing meaning.

· Observe and understand varied examples of religions and worldviews so that they can explain, with reasons, their meanings and significance to individuals and communities.

· Understand the challenges of commitment to a community of faith or belief, suggesting why belonging to a community may be valuable, both in the diverse communities being studied and in their own lives.

· Observe and consider different dimensions of religions, so that they can explore and show understanding of similarities and differences within and between different religions and worldviews.

·   Discuss and present thoughfully their own and others’ views on challenging questions about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, applying ideas of their own in different forms including (e.g) reasoning, music, art and poetry.

·   Consider and apply ideas about ways in which diverse communities can live together for the well-being of all, responding thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and repect.

· Discuss and apply their own and others’ ideas about ethical questions, including ideas about what is right and wrong and what is just and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in response.

    Breadth of study

During the key stage, pupils should be taught the knowledge, skills and understanding through the following areas of study:

Religions and beliefs

· Christianity

· at least two other principal religions

· a religious community with a significant local presence, where appropriate

· a secular world view, where appropriate

Themes

· beliefs and questions: how people’s beliefs about God, the world and others impact on their lives;

· teachings and authority: what sacred texts and other sources say about God, the world and human life;

· worship, pilgrimage and sacred places: where, how and why people worship, including at particular sites;

· the journey of life and death: why some occasions are sacred to believers, and what people think about life after death;

· symbols and religious expression: how religious and spiritual ideas are expressed;

· inspirational people: figures from whom believers find inspiration;

· religion and the individual: what is expected of a person in following a religion or belief;

· religion, family and community: how religious families and communities practise their faith, and the contributions this makes to local life;

· beliefs in action in the world: how religions and beliefs respond to global issues of human rights, fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment.

Experiences and opportunities

· encountering religion through visitors and visits to places of worship, and;

· focusing on the impact and reality of religion on the local and global community;

· discussing religious and philosophical questions, giving reasons for their own beliefs and those of others;

· considering a range of human experiences and feelings;

· reflecting on their own and others’ insights into life and its origin, purpose and meaning;

· expressing and communicating their own and others’ insights through art and design, music, dance, drama and Computing;

· developing the use of Computing, particularly in enhancing pupils’ awareness of religions and beliefs globally.

Planning at KS2

RE should be taught continuously throughout KS2 and with sufficient curriculum time allocated to cover the programme of study, assumed to be no less than 5% (minimum 45 hours per year).

When planning a Scheme of Work, teachers should devise an overall key question for each unit (refer to Exemplar Long-Term Plan on page 69).  Key content from the relevant KS2 programme of study should then be identified.

The exemplar Long-Term Plan for KS2 on page 69 and 70 has some single religion focus units, enabling the continuation of pupils’ understanding of the distinctive beliefs and features of the religions studied.  In other units, content can be drawn from more than one religion, in order to illustrate common themes and practices, enabling pupils to consider similarities and differences.
KS2 EXEMPLAR LONG-TERM PLAN

Based on Christianity, Buddhism and Hinduism/ Sikhism (core) and Islam (supplementary)

	
	AUTUMN
	SPRING
	SUMMER

	Year 

Three
	What do Hindus believe about God?

(Belief, 8 weeks)

How and why do Hindus worship at home and in the Mandir?

(Worship, Impact of Faith, 4 weeks)

Christmas 

 Why is Advent important to Christians?

(Worship, Teachings/ Authority, Belief, 3 weeks)


	What do miracles tell us about who Jesus was?

(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, 7-8 weeks) 

Easter 

What do Christians remember on Palm Sunday?

( Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Worship, 3 weeks)


	Why are holy books important?

( Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Worship, 6 weeks)

How do Jesus’ parables help Christians live their lives?

( Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 6 weeks)



	Year

Four
	Why do religions have rules?

(Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

How and why do Hindus (or Sikhs) celebrate Divali?

(Teachings/ Authority, Worship, 5-6 weeks)

Christmas 

How do Christians celebrate Christmas today?

(Worship, Belief, 3 weeks)


	How and why do religious people pray?

(Worship, Belief, 6 weeks)
Easter

Why is Lent such an important time for Christians?

(Belief, Worship, Teachings/ Authority, 3 weeks)
	What can we learn about symbols and beliefs from visiting religious buildings?

(Belief, Worship, 6 weeks)
What do religions say about the environment?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority, Impact of faith,

5-6 weeks)


	
	AUTUMN
	SPRING
	SUMMER

	Year 

Five
	Why is Muhammad important to Muslims?

(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

What is the Qur’an and why is it important to Muslims?

(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

Christmas 

Why is the birth of Jesus important to Christians?

(Belief, Worship, Teachings/Authority, 3 weeks)


	Why do people travel to sacred places?

(Worship, Impact of Faith, 7-8 weeks)

Easter 

What happened at the Last Supper? 

(Belief, Worship, Teachings/ Authority, 3 weeks)
	What do Christians believe about God?

(Belief, 4 weeks)

Why and how do Christians celebrate Pentecost?

(Belief, Worship, 4 weeks)

How do Christian groups differ in their expression of faith?

(Belief, Worship,4 weeks)

	Year 

Six
	Why is the Buddha important for Buddhists?

(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

How do Buddhist beliefs affect the way Buddhists live their lives?

(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Impact of Faith, 5-6 weeks)

Christmas 

What do the gospels tell us about the birth of Jesus?

(Teachings/Authority, 3 weeks)


	How do religions respond to prejudice and discrimination?

(Belief, Impact of Faith, 7-8 weeks)

Easter 

Why are Good Friday and Easter Day the most important days for Christians?

(Belief, 3 weeks)
	How and why do some religious people inspire others?

(Teachings/ Authority, Impact of faith, 5-6 weeks)

What do religions believe about life after death?

(Worship, Impact of Faith, 7-8 weeks)










� The legal requirements for teaching Religious Education are set out in the Education Act 1996 and School Standards and Framework Act 1998.  Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or part of Religious Education lessons.


� See School Standards and Framework Act 1998 for variations on this requirement.


� See Department of Education: Religious Education in Academies. 30th May 2013


� DFE Circular 1/94


� These guidelines are based on the 1996 Education Act, 1988 School Standards and Framework Act, and DFES Circular 1/94.





